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English 1
Mrs. Sulser

Objectives:

· To develop an understanding and appreciation of   poet by studying one specific poet’s life, the literary period in which he lived, and his writing.
· To learn/practice the process (i.e., research, note-taking, prewriting, thesis development, citing sources, support, commentary, etc.) of creating an original, accurate, and well-written MLA-style research paper.

The Poets: See the attached list of American poets on pg. 4.  Briefly research a few poets and come to class on February 8 ready to select your poet.  Because a significant portion of your paper will focus on the poet’s work, it’s important that you find a poet who interests you in some way—writing about poetry you enjoy is much easier and likely to earn you the high grade you desire!
The Research: Once you have selected a poet, it’s time to get into doing the research. You should be looking for the following information in your source material: your poet’s life, education, life-experience (e.g., Poe’s early experience with his mother’s death, step parents, trouble in school, etc.), influences (other poets, literary “heroes,” religious/political affiliations, etc.), and noted themes and style. Finally, find and familiarize yourself with the poet’s work and choose one poem. Find a poem between ten (10) and twenty (20) lines long (see me with any questions). You will interpret and analyze these poems as part of your project, and explain why they are representative of your poet. 

You must conform to proper MLA format for this essay, including citing your sources within the paper and attaching a Works Cited page at the end of your written analyses. Remember to use the http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ website for any questions about MLA.  You need to have a minimum of THREE (3) credible sources for your Works Cited page. Remember: sources such as students’ personal web pages and Wikipedia are NOT considered credible! Use either EBSCOhost or Google Scholar as your search engine to eliminate non-credible sources.  As a general rule, .gov websites are always reliable, .edu and .org websites are usually reliable, and .com websites are rarely reliable. You will also be submitting printed copies of all internet sources you use in your Works Cited page – so make sure you’re keeping track of these while you’re doing research. (Be sensible: don’t print dozens of pages from each source.  Limit your printing to 1-2 pages from each source.)
It is vital that your research and the resulting analysis be your own work, and that you give credit for words and ideas which are not your own.

The Sources: (Of course you are not limited to these four sources; they are just some good ones I found.) Here are some suggestions of websites with information about poets as well as a collection of thousands of their poems:



http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/table.html


http://www.poets.org/
http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/display/
http://www.theotherpages.org/poems/authors.html
     The Essay: See the sample outline attached to this handout. You may follow this working outline while conducting your research. Remember, your thesis and outline will evolve as your research and knowledge of the poet increases, so this is a mere starting point. This essay must be at least 5 paragraphs taking a closer look at one poet. The first half of the essay should cover the background and influences of the poet.  The last half should be an analysis of one of his poems.  
Requirements Checklist for Project Folder:
· Final draft

· Works Cited Page (typed, using correct format)

· A typed copy of the poem you analyze 

· Printed copies of all internet sources used in your Works Cited page

· Typed rough draft with peer editing marks

· 3 Research notecards


On the day of your presentation, you need to have extra copies of the poem you read for both yourself AND me (so I can read along while you’re presenting). Give this to me at the beginning of the period on your presentation day. This should NOT be the one you already are keeping in your Project Folder.

Your Biographical Information and Poem Introduction sections should only be off note cards, not whole pages, even if they are folded.  You need to look at the audience, not at the Smart Board.
Breakdown of Points
Final draft







90 points

Works Cited Page (complete, correctly formatted)


20 points

Printed copies of electronic research materials 



10 points

Typed rough draft submitted on time and peer edited


10 points









Total:  140 project points 
 The dates:

Poet selection: 








Monday, February 8
Meet in library: 







           Wed/Thurs, February 10/11        

Notecards due: 






                         Friday, February 12
Typed rough draft due (with completed cite page): 
                                   Tuesday, February 16
Final draft due with materials: 


                                               Thursday, February 18  
My poet is ______________________________________________________

My poem is _____________________________________
Write poem below or cut and paste poem below: 
Aiken, Conrad P.
Ammons, A.R.

Angelou, Maya
Ashbery, John

Auden, W.H.
Bates, Katharine Lee

Bell, Marvin

Benet, Laura

Benet, Stephen Vincent

Benet, William Rose

Berryman, John

Bishop, Elizabeth
Bly, Robert

Bradstreet, Anne

Brock-Broido, Lucie

Brodsky, Joseph

Brooks, Gwendolyn

Bontemps, Arna

Bryant, William Cullen

Carrol, Lewis (English)
Ciardi, John

Clifton, Lucille

Coffin, Robert P.T.

Collins, Billy
Cooper, Jane

Crane, Hart
Crane, Stephen
Creeley, Robert

Cruz, Victor Hernandez

Cullen, Countee

cummings, e.e.
Derleth, August

Deutsch, Babette

Dickey, James

Dickinson, Emily
Doolittle, Hilda

Dove, Rita

Dunbar, Paul L.
Duncan, Robert

Eberhart, Richard

Emerson, Ralph Waldo
Evans, Mari

Ferlinghetti, Lawrence

Field, Eugene

Francis, Robert

Freneau, Phillip

Frost, Robert
Ginsberg, Allen

Giovanni, Nikki
Gluck, Louise

Graham, Jorie

Guest, Barbara
American Poet List

Guest, Edgar A.
Hall, Donald

Harper, Frances E.W.

Hayden, Robert

Hillyer, Robert E.

Holmes, Oliver Wendell

Howard, Richard

Hughes, Langston
Ignatow, David

Jarrell, Randall

Jeffers, Robinson

Johnson, James Weldon

Kelly, Brigit Pegeen

Kenyon, Jane

Kilmer, Joyce

Kinnell, Galway

Kizer, Carolyn

Koch, Kenneth

Komunyakaa, Yusef

Kunitz, Stanley

Lanier, Sidney

Lazarus, Emma

Lee, Li-Young

Levertov, Denise

Lindbergh, Anne Morrow

Lindsay, Vachel

Longfellow, Henry W.

Lowell, Amy

Lowell, James Russell

Lowell, Robert

MacLeish, Archibald

Markham, Edwin

Masters, Edgar Lee

McGinley, Phyllis

McKay, Claude

Merrill, James

Merwin, W.E.

Millay, Edna St. Vincent

Miller, Joaquin

Monroe, Harriet

Moody, William Vaughn

Moore, Clement Clarke

Moore, Marianne

Nash, Ogden

Nelhardt, John

Nemerov, Howard

Nye, Naomi Shihab

O’Hara, Frank

Olds, Sharon

Oliver, Mary

Olson, Charles

Ortiz, Simon J.

Padgett, Ron

Parker, Dorothy
Pinsky, Robert

Plath, Sylvia

Poe, Edgar Allan
Pound, Ezra

Ransom, John Crowe

Rexroth, Kenneth

Rich, Adrienne

Riley, James Whitcomb
Rios, Alberto

Robinson, Edwin A.

Roethke, Theodore
Ryan, Kay

Sandburg, Carl
Sanchez, Sonia

Santayana, George

Schuyler, James

Schwartz, Delmore

Seeger, Alan

Sexton, Anne

Shapiro, Karl J.
Silko, Leslie, Marmon

Silverstein, Shel
Simic, Charles

Snyder, Gary

Soto, Gary
Stevens, Wallace

Strand, Mark

Tate, Allen
Tate, James

Taylor, Edward

Teasdale, Sara

Updike, John
Van Doren, Mark

Van Duyn, Mona

Viereck, Peter

Walker, Alice

Warren, Robert Penn

Warren, Rosanna

Wheatley, Phyllis

Whitman, Walt
Whittier, John Greenleaf

Widdemer, Margaret

Wigglesworth, Michael

Wilbur, Richard

Williams, Sherley Anne

Williams, William Carlos

Wright, James
Wylie, Elinor
Sample Outline
I. Introduction

A. Attention getter

B. Transition, background info

C. THESIS:  The poetry of _______________, which was influenced by his personal background and by the    ____________ literary period, has contributed to the American literary heritage.


	


II. His/Her poetry was influenced by personal background.


A.  People who influenced the writing.


     
1.  



2.


B.  Events that influenced the writings.



1.



2.

 III. His/Her poetry was influenced by the __________ literary period.


A.  The poems reflected common themes of the period.



1.



2.


B.  The poems reflected the characteristic style of the period.



1.



2.


	


IV. Analysis of poems

A. Poem

1. 

2.

. 

V. Conclusion

Outline 
Be sure that in sections II. and III. you are referring to some of the poems this person has done as “proof” that the poet’s background and time period influenced his/her work.





In this section, you will need to break down and explain examples of your poet’s work for the class. How many poems you use will depend on the length and complexity of the poems.








